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New Weta unit will wed research, vfx
Transfx to be headed by Sebastian Sylwan

By DAVID S. COHEN

Weta Digital, the New Zealand vfx shop working on James Cameron "Avatar" and 

Steven Spielberg's "Tintin," is launching a working group aimed at bringing advanced 

computer graphics research together with movie vfx production. 

The new group, Transfx, is headed by Sebastian Sylwan, who has joined Weta as head 

of research and development. 

VARIETY TO GO

  

 

 

Get Variety in your inbox
See list of newsletters

 

 

-- Advertisement --

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/agnesheng/Desktop/New%20Weta%20u...20Entertainment%20News,%20Technology%20News,%20Media%20-%20Variety.htm (1 of 5)6/15/2009 3:42:00 PM

Log In    Variety Discussions    Glossary 

  

 

 

●     News ●     Reviews ●     Charts ●     Features ●     People ●     Media Careers ●     Opinions ●     Video

●     Photos

http://www.variety.com/
javascript:decreaseFontSize()
javascript:increaseFontSize()
javascript:increaseFontSize()
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/384d/0/0/%2a/q;215455591;0-0;0;37393151;18695-993/47;31727596/31745472/2;;~fdr=215516436;0-0;0;14420650;18695-993/47;31764762/31782638/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.nbc.com/Friday_Night_Lights/video/?__source=front-door|video|dropdown
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=dept_main&dept=Technology
mailto:david.cohen@variety.com?subject=New%20Weta%20unit%20will%20wed%20research,%20vfx
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=print_story&articleid=VR1118003300&categoryid=1009
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=email_story&articleid=VR1118003300&categoryid=1009
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=talkBackForm&article_prefix=VR&article_id=1118003300&talk_back_header_id=null
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=bio&peopleID=1517
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=widget
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=iphone
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=rss
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=digitalEditionIntro
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=mobile
https://www.variety.com/subscribe.asp?screen=sc1
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=newsletter
http://www.variety.com/subscribe.asp?screen=li1
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=talkback
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=slanguage
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/384d/0/0/%2a/h;215694603;0-0;0;14420650;3454-728/90;31868339/31886215/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.dramatists.com
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=news_front
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=reviews_front
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=charts_layout
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=reports
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=people_home
http://www.varietymediacareers.com/
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=dept_main&dept=Opinions
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=videoBC&bctid=23753207001
http://www.variety.com/index.asp?layout=photoGallery


New Weta unit will wed research, vfx - Entertainment News, Technology News, Media - Variety

More Articles:

Besson's 'Arthur' broke new 
ground

Filmax joins in 3-D 'Magic'

StudioCanal steps into 3-D

Fallon, Reznor top Webby 
winners

TV Week shuts down print 
production

Samsung rocks out with 
'Prophecies'

Sylwan was most recently senior industry manager for film and television at software 

developer Autodesk, where he spearheaded work on stereoscopic 3-D. 

Transfx will be partly funded by the Kiwi government but mostly by Weta, Sylwan said. 

"This is a significant investment (Weta) has committed to." 

The core of Transfx is Weta's code-writing team, but it will expand to include advanced 

computer graphics researchers and students. The entire Transfx team will consist of 

about 20 people, half of whom will be new hires. Weta will be recruiting for Transfx at 

this year's Siggraph and Siggraph Asia computer graphics confabs. 

Sylwan told Daily Variety that the new assignment is his "dream job." 

"The goal is to get CG closer to reality while maintaining artistic control," he said. 

Many visual effects are cobbled together with improvised "hackish" solutions that look good in that shot but can't be 

reused on other shots, Sylwan said. Transfx will look to find CG techniques that can be applied more generally. 

He pointed to simulations of real-world phenomena like fire and water as targets for Transfx. The group will also work on 

speeding rendering and on digital capture. 

Three visiting professors have already come to Weta to work on problems with the group: Henrik Wann Jenson from UC 

San Diego; Robert Bridson of the U. of British Columbia; and Eitan Grinspun of Columbia U. 

The Transfx group will work directly on Weta's slate, which includes "The Lovely Bones." 

Besides his position at Autodesk, Sylwan has been director of technology for Digital Domain and chief technology officer 

for Milan-based vfx shop Lumiq.

Read next article: Besson's 'Arthur' broke new ground >
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